Neville Stanikk discovers why the bugler’s job at Tunnels Beaches
was so popular, and muses on the prospect of 'fancy swimming’
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hen Jamie arnd Zoa Mobntock wanted-{o fnd— many pecpks in nechbounng Bamstaple, Bt dohe haiter ey, are
2 way to make a Iing-in their native. Mo —unawane of the beaches:
Denvar, they decided-on-a novel solibion— o
_bny-a beach, Adsittedy, it helped that Zoes
grandfaiher cwned the beach, but although it
wias-up-dorsale, ha didnt want 1o sell it to them, This may have been

But thanks to Jame and Foes- had = s T B

hackgrounds in graphics and markating, bothraspacts are chan(ing
Thair distinclive Diug and while corponate ey Cropd Ln winneye
locd aftractions are advestised and they have workeMimalassly 1o get

herwisa at that tme (n-2001), the Turnels Beaches in Wacombe  the beaches batisr Ko ©n both'a local and a national kevel. Tha
Fia becomea basicaly a tunnel, with-an-admission pnce, 10 Deaches

irGeiy though, is that at one time the Tunnets Beacheswers the focus
that ondy the Iocals knew about, And the only acvertising ploy was 1o

af Iracombe = they weme the reason The town axisled
put fyers under winosChean wipers whenswel BTy O |

Hracombe s basically on & stesp hilside running down (o he
oo 8 tour ol Bracombe's car parks. Az Zoes grandiather

saa, bul @ stream has cuf 3 Vkey m thes hil, paraiel to the coasl. Tha

“au wor't be abla 1o afford to achvertiss, We nevar have!™ Evennow,  oulermcs! skie of the valey & a fal, Inin spene, its seaward side
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Above The
gentlemen’s beach
in the foreground;
the ladies' with the
tidal pool bahind
Inset Prafessor
Parker, proponent
of Hancy swimming'
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compreising steep ciiffs with beaches balow.

‘\When sea bathing first became popular at
the baginming of the 19th century, Eaes would
bathe &t Widers Mouth beach (oeiow the
curant Landmark Thealre) and gentiemen
woulkd be boated round 1he comes, 10 the kel
Citviously, a funnal straight through the cifl o
the beaches would allow much eases ACcess
and 50, i 1823, the aptly namad surgeon Dr Thomas Stabb, together
with six others, farmed tha Bracombe Sea Bathing Company and dug
out the first tunnal. They also bull two large tidal pools 1o 80w
seqregated bathing, with a bugler sitting on the rocks in batwansn 10
wamn of any urwelcome incursions by men onto the women's beach.
Presumably, the job of bugier was much sought after.

In 1836, the turmel entrance gained @ heated seawaler Datn-
house which, although currently unused, =il stands as the maost
obndous “front door” to tha beaches,

Thirty years later, he railway had amved and steamships callad
daly at Mracombe. The Tunnels Beaches becama even mom popular
when mck-pocing bacame a- national nterest and 1he naturakst
William Henry Gosse, the founder of the word's first agquanum, spant
several summers at fracombe discovening hall a 0ozen new speces
i 1he beaches' mockpoots. Thereafter, the Tunnels' leading KM was
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tha Maticnal Swimming Champion, Professor H Parker, “vanngr of

ancy Sw

prizes N swamming’, who acvertised 'Deang anc
Taught'. Tha mind bogglies.

Today the McLintocks have completely refurbshad not jusl
faciities, with an indoor and outdoor cafié and a children play

but have mada it nto a Iving musaum wilh fascinati
beacnes' history.

“After people have pald their £1.50 entrance fes,”
*soame of tham see the oid sign which states thal entranc
adultz and 14 for childran, and theny' try
to gel most of thelr money back. 5o | point gul that the sgn

ritten in 1901 and that 3d then would be worth £5.96 now =
aciusly it's quite a barngein]”

Ifracomibe’s focus has moved down 10 the harbour over ha yan
and it's aasy 1o mess the Tunnels Baachas as you hos
tha Landmark Theatra'’s car park vary litthe is viaibis and nof much s
the ociher side

g displays of B

maiea 3 Bght-haarted atiems

i that wiay, Fr

can ba seen from the Seven Tors cifis 50 you
wonder quite how much can ba tucked n therm

The answer i3, lots. | suggested to Jamis that it was A bit Tas
li<e, this small Victorkan entrance with the cff face and tunne! behg
and he agreed. "But as you walk down the tunnel and this bright Ig
grows, you realise you're emerging on 10 & wonderful suniit haach Wl
spectacutar view of Bul Point and Lundy. People come: hamn 8

ﬂ-‘.‘d'ﬂ-:.-’.l'l('l"(.'.lt.lf.r.f £
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Abowve tha tunnal
dug in 1623

Inset Lo and
Jamie McLintock,
curment owners of
thie beaches

This pictun
Bathing In sarfier
days

For more information, 01271 878882, website:
www.tunnelsheaches.co.uk.
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